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AniRnf1m<>nt5i to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

1 - (currently amended) A biopsy device comprising: 

a hollow sleeve adapted to receive a tissue piercing element therein, 
the sleeve comprising an open proximal end, a distal end, a sidewall extending 
between the proximal end and the distal end^ a nd a tissue receiving opening 
disposed intennediatc the proximal end and the distal en d, wherein the tissue 
receiving opening is fonned laterally^ft^ f l^ a aidfeiy^ ll; smd 
at least one electrode disposed on the sleeve. 

2. (original) Tbe biop s y device of Claim 1 wherein at the sleeve has an open 

distal end. 



3. (original) The biopsy device of Claim 1 wherein at least one electrode is 
associated with the tissue receiving opening. 

4. (original) The biopsy device of Claim 1 comprising at least two 
electrodes. 

5. (pti^nal) The biopsy device of Claim 1 comprising first and second 
electrodes associated with the edges of the tissue receiving opening. 

6. (original) The sleeve of Claim 1 fhrther comprising a cK>nnector for 
relcasably attaching the sleeve to a biopsy device. 

7. (original) The device of Claim 1 wherein the at least one electfode is 
operatively connected to a source of electrical eneigy. 

8. through 20. (canceled) 

21. (new) A biopsy device comprising: 
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a hollow sleeve comprising a proximal eiul, a distal end, a unitary 
sidewall extending &om the distal end to the proximal end, and a lateral 
opening foimed through a portion the iinitary sidewali, wherein Ike lateral 
opening is configured to receive tissue, wherein the sleeve is configured to 
axially receive a portion of a biopsy probe instrument; and 

one or more electrodes associated with the sleeve. 



22. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein the lateral opening is located 
proximal of the distal end of the sleeve, wherein a portion of the sleeve sepatates the lateral 
op^iing fiom the distal end of the sleeve. 

23. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein a portion of the sidewall 
extends unitanly fixim the proximal end of the sleeve to the distal end of tfie sleeve. 



24. „(new) The_.bippsy device of Claim 21 furt her comprising a connector 

operable to selectively couple the sleeve with the biopsy probe instrument. 

25. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein the biopsy probe instrument 
comprises a distal end having a knife tip, wherein the sleeve is configured such that Aie knife 
tip extends distally from the distal end of the sleeve when the sleeve is coupled with the 
biopsy probe instrument. 

26. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein the biopsy probe instrument 
has a tissue receiving window, wherein the sleeve is configured such that the lateral opening 
of the sleeve permits comnnmication of tissue through the lat^al opening of the sleeve and 
tiuough the tissue receiving window of the biopsy probe instrument when the sleeve is 
coupled wi& the biopsy probe instrument. 

27. (new) The biopsy device of Qaim 21 wherein the biopsy probe instrument is 
configured to communicate electrical signals to the electrodes when ihc sleeve is coi^Ied 
with Ae biopsy probe instrument 
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28. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein the electrodes aie configined 
to receive communication of electrical signals from a power source independent of the biopsy 
probe instrument 

29. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein the one or more electrodes 
comprises a longitudinal electrode positioned along the sidewalL 

30. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein the one or more electrodes 
comprises an annular electrode positioned at the distal end of the sleeve. 

31. (new) The biopsy device of Claim 21 wherein the one or moie electrodes 
comprises si pair of electrodes separated by an electrode gap, 

iZ- ^(ne3K)-JIlicJ)iopsy-dcrice^of-ClaiixuM-wheieiii4he^ 

open, 



34, (new) A biopsy device, comprising: 

a biopsy probe ijQSti\unent» \Aercin the biopsy probe insbument comprises a 
cutter, wherein the cutter is operable to sever a tissue sample; 

a hollow sleeve coaxially positionable external to the cutter, wherein the 
hollow sleeve comprises a sidewall and an lateral opening formed through a portion 
of the sidewall, wherein the opening is configured to pranit tissue to pass through the 
sidewall of flie sleeve for the tissue to be severed by the cutter; and 

one or more electrodes^ wherein the one or more electrodes are associated with 
one or both of the biopsy probe instrximent or the hollow sleeve. 
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